323. JfATAL LAND BILL

The Parliament of Natal will have before it a measure of far-reach-
ing importance for consideration in the shape of the Land Clauses Bill,
It is the second attempt of the Natal Government to pass the measure
through Parliament, The clause of the greatest importance to the Indian
community is that which restricts the meaning of beneficial occupation,
so far as tenants' occupation is concerned, to European occupation only.
Thus, land that may be occupied by Indian tenants would be considered
to be non-beneficial occupation, and will be subject, on that account,
to heavy taxation. It has been universally admitted that, whatever may
be the faults of the Indian, he is not lazy; he is a born tiller of the soiL
He is, by common consent, considered to have reclaimed some of the
worst soil in the Colony. He has turned dense bush into gardens, and
has made it possible, by his productive capacity, to bring garden produce
within easy reach of the poor householder in Natal. Is his very virtue
to be singled out for taxation? Will the Government thereby promote
European occupation ? We doubt it. And if our doubt be reasonable,
we are safe in saying that the Government will be pursuing a dog-in-
the-manger policy, by persisting in retaining the definition, above alluded
to, of the expression "beneficial occupation". It is not by Acts such
as this that the Government will be able to solve the Indian question in
Natal It behoves the ministers and the leaders of public opinion to re-
flect seriously and calmly on the whole question and deal with it in a
statesmanlike manner, instead of by the recent spasmodic anti-Indian
legislation.
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324. CAPE DEALERS* LICENCES
The Cape Government Gazette of the 20th April contains the text of
a Bill to regulate the trade of a general dealer. We have no hesitation
in welcoming the measure. Granted that some restriction of an indiscri-
minate issue of trade licences is necessary, the Bill before us is free from
reproach. It safeguards vested rights, and provides reasonable precau-
tions against any injustice being done to applicants for new licences.
It gives the power ultimately to the people themselves to say whether
they will have among them a new trader or not. The Bill, whilst it
protects existing traders against undue competition, gives fair facilities
for new enterprise. It avoids all the faults of the Natal Dealers' Licenses
Act, and secures all that the Natal Act could ever achieve consistently
with regard for vested rights. We hope that the Natal Government will
copy the measure and free the Statute-book of the Colony from legislation